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IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of claims in this application is as follows (with the changes made herein 
identified): 



^O0> B>1/ l\(Currently Amended) An image manag e m e nt and search apparatus, which searches image 
dat^ according to keywords assigned to said image data, said image management and search 
apparatus comprising: 

iput means for inputting search terms; 
storag e m e ans sto r ing said keywo r ds assigned to said imag e data coircspondingly to 
impoi'tanc e ;^ 

searchVieans for searching said sto r ag e m e ans for keywords corresponding to images to 
be searched according to the search terms inputted by said input means; and 

rearranginameans for rearranging images corresponding to the keywords searched by 
said search means according to said-importance of the keywords in relation to the content of the 
images being searchec 

2. (Currently Amended) An image manag e m e nt and search apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein when said rearrangiVg means rearranges the images corresponding to the keywords 
searched by said search mean^ccording to said importance, said rearranging means regards 
standard importance of a default Vr said importance as priority in a case wh ere said im p ortanc e is 
not sto re d in said storage means, aWd said r ea r ranging means re gards said importance as p riority 
in a cas e wh ere said importance is stb r cd in said storag e m e ans , degree of said importance being 
determined according to whether or not the searched keywords represent subjects of images. 

3. (Currently Amended) An image manag e m e nt and search apparatus, which searches image 
data according to keywords assigned to saic^mage data, said image management and search 
apparatus comprising: 

input means for inputting search terms; ^ 
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\ storage m c aiis storing said keywo r ds assigned to said image data coi T Cspondingly to 
importance; 

\search means for searching said sto r age m e ans for keywords corresponding to images to 
be searched or keywords closely related in meaning to said images to be searched according to 
the searcmterms inputted by said input means; and 

rearranging means for rearranging images corresponding to the keywords searched by 
said search r^eans according to said-importance of the keywords in relation to the content of the 
images being parched and closeness in meaning of said closely related keywords. 

4. (Currently Ameiided) An image managem e nt and search apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein when said rearranging means rearranges the images corresponding to the keywords 
searched by said search means according to said importance and said closeness in meaning, said 
rearranging means calculates priority with reference to a relevant column of accordance in a line 
with no importance or in saline with relevant importance in a preset priority formula matrix-irra 
cas e wher e said importances not stor e d in said sto r age means; and said re a rr anging means 
calculat e s p r io r ity with reference to a rel e vant column of acco r danc e in a lin e with r el e vant 
importanc e in said priority formula matrix in a cas e where said importanc e is stor e d in said 
sto r age m e ans , degree of said irm)Ortance being determined according to whether or not the 
searched keywords represent subjects of images. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image managem e nt and search apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said priority formula matrix iX constructed in a manner such that said importance and 
said accordance are arranged correspondingly to one other in a form of a matrix, said rearranging 
means regarding said importance plus saio accordance as priority if said accordance is not less 
than a predetermined threshold level, and rWarding said accordance as priority if said accordance 
is less than said threshold level. \ 
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6. (Currently Amended) An image manag e ment and search apparatus according to any of claims 
1 through 5, wherein said image management and search apparatus is provided in a server of an 
information retrieval system on the Internet, said input means receiving search terms inputted by 
a cHent of\aid information retrieval system on the Internet, said search means searching said 
storage m e ans for keywords corresponding to images to be searched according to the received 
search terms, ^id rearranging means rearranging images corresponding to keywords searched by 
said search mearis according to said importance, and said image manag e ment and search 
apparatus returning the rearranged images in a predetermined format such as HTML and XML to 
said client. 

7. (Currently Amended)\An image manag e m e nt and search method applied to an image 
managem e nt and search apparatus, which searches image data according to keywords assigned to 
said image data, said image manag e m e nt and search method comprising: 

an input step of inputting search terms; 

a sto r age controlling st e pVf storing, in storag e m e ans, said k e ywords assigned to said 
image data coirespondingly to importanc e ; 

a searching step of searching said sto r age m e ans for keywords corresponding to images to 
be searched according to the search temis inputted by said input steps; and 

a rearranging step of rearranging Vnages corresponding to the keywords searched by said 
searching step according to said-importance of the keywords in relation to the content of the 
images being searched . 

8. (Currently Amended) An image management and search method according to claim 7, 
wherein when the images corresponding to the kVywords searched by said search means are 
rearranged according to said importance, said rearWging step comprises regarding standard 
importance of a default or said importance as priorit y in a case wh e r e said importance is not 
stored in said sto r age means, and re ga r ding said importance as p rio r ity in a cas e wh e r e said 
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intportanc c is stored in said sto r age meaiis , degree of said importance being determined 
accWing to whether or not the searched keywords represent subjects of images. 

9. (Currently Amended) An image manag e ment and search method applied to an image 
manag e m e nt and search apparatus, which searches image data according to keywords assigned to 
said image\data, said image manag e m e nt and search method comprising: 
an inW step of inputting search terms; 

a storag e controlling ste p of storing, in storage means, said keywo r ds assign e d to said 
image data coiTcspondingly to importance; 

a searching step of searching said sto r age m e ans for keywords corresponding to said 
images to be searchedSpr keywords closely related in meaning to said images to be searched 
according to the search terms inputted by said input step; and 

a rearranging step W* rearranging images corresponding to the keywords searched by said 
searching step according to said-importance of the keywords in relation to the content of the 
images being searched and closeness in meaning of said closely related keywords. 



10. (Currently Amended) An image managem e nt and search method according to claim 9, 
wherein when the images corresponding to the keywords searched by said searching step are 
rearranged according to said importance and said closeness in meaning, said rearranging step 
comprises calculating priority with ref^jrence to a relevant column of accordance in a line with no 
importance or with relevant importance in a preset priority formula matrix in a case wher e said 
importanc e is not stored in said sto r age nibans, and calculating priority with r efe r ence to a 
re l e vant column of acco r danc e in a lin e wim r e l e vant importanc e in said pr io r ity formula matrix 
in a case wh e re said importance is sto re d in laid sto r ag e m e ans , degree of said importance being 
determined according to whether or not the searched keywords represent subjects of images. 




11. (Currently Amended) An image manag e ment and search method according to claim 10, 
wherein said priority formula matrix is constructed in a manner such that said importance and 
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skid accordance are arranged correspondingly to one other in a form of a matrix, said rearranging 
stepi comprising regarding said importance plus said accordance as priority if said accordance is 
not lefes than a predetermined threshold level, and regarding said accordance as priority if said 
accorda^ice is less than said threshold level. 

12. (Currency Amended) An image manag e m e nt and search method according to any of claims 
7 through 1 1, Wherein said input step comprises receiving search terms inputted by a client of an 
information retrieval system on the Internet, said searching step comprising searching said 
sto r ag e m e ans foXkeywords corresponding to images to be searched according to the received 
search terms, said rearranging step comprising rearranging images corresponding to keywords 
searched by said searMiing step according to said importance, and the rearranged images being 
returned in a predetermined format such as HTML and XML to said client. 

13. (Currently Amended) A storage medium that can be read by a computer and stores a program 
for executing an image man^cmcnt and search method applied to an image management and 
search apparatus, which searcl^s image data according to keywords assigned to said image data, 
said image management and search method storage medium comprising instructions for : 

an input ste p of inputting search terms; 

a storag e controlling ste p of\to r ing, in sto r age means, said k e ywords assigned to said 
image data coiTcspondingly to importance; 

a s e a r ching st ep of searching sa i d sto r age means for keywords corresponding to images to 
be searched according to the search termk inputted by said input step; and 

a r e arranging ste p of rearranging images corresponding to the keywords searched by said 
searching step according to said-importance of the keywords in relation to the content of the 
images being searched . 

14. (Currently Amended) A storage medium according to claim 13, wherein when the images 
corresponding to the keywords searched by said sa^h means are rearranged according to said 
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intoortance, said rearranging stqjinstruction comprises regarding standard importance of a 
defaVt or said importance as priority in a cas e whe r e said importance is not sto r ed in said sto r ag e 
mcans\and r egarding said importance as p r io r ity in a case wli e re said importanc e is stored in said 
storag e m e ans , degree of said importance being determined according to whether or not the 
searched ke^vwords represent subjects of images. 

15. (Currently Amended) A storage medium that can be read by a computer and stores a program 
for executing an image manag e ment and search method appUed to an image management and 
search apparatus, which searches image data according to keywords assigned to said image data, 
said imag e managem e nt and sea r ch method storage medium comprising instructions for : 

an input step of inputting search terms; 

a storage cont r olling, st e p of storing, in storag e means, said k e ywo r ds assign e d to said 
imag e data coi re s p ondingly t\ importance; 

a s e a r ching step of searching said sto r age m e ans for keywords corresponding to images to 
be searched or keywords closely related in meaning to said images to be searched according to 
the search terms inputted by said iirput step; and 

a reaiTanging st e p of rearrangmg images corresponding to the keywords searched by said 
searching step according to satd-impormnce of the keywords in relation to the content of the 
images being searched and closeness in meaning of said closely related keywords. 

16. (Currently Amended) A storage medium according to claim 15, wherein when the images 
corresponding to the keywords searched by s^d s e arching st e p are rearranged according to said 
importance and said closeness in meaning, saidVearranging stcp instruction comprises calculating 
priority with reference to a relevant column of accordance in a line with no importance or with 
relevant importance in a preset priority formula matrix in a case where said importance is not 
sto r ed in said sto r age means, and calculating priority with refe r ence to a relevant column of 
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importanc e is sto r ed in said storag e mcaiis , degree of said importance being determined 
according to whether or not the searched keywords represent subjects of images. 

17. (Original A storage medium according to claim 16, wherein said priority formula matrix is 
constructed in \ manner such that said importance and said accordance are arranged 
correspondingly ro one other in a form of a matrix, said rearranging step comprising regarding 
said importance plute said accordance as priority if said accordance is not less than a 
predetermined threshold level, and regarding said accordance as priority if said accordance is less 
than said threshold leved. 

18. (Currently Amended) V storage medium according to any of claims 13 through 17, wherein 
said input step instruction comprises receiving search terms inputted by a client of an information 
retrieval system on the Internet, said searching stcpinstmction comprising searching said storage 
nrrcans-for keywords corresponoing to images to be searched according to the received search 
terms, said rearranging stcp instrubtion comprising rearranging images corresponding to keywords 
searched by said searching stcp ins^uction according to said importance, and the rearranged 
images being returned in a predetermined format such as HTML and XML to said client. 



